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MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The Association held its annual session at the Heidelberg Hotel in 
Jackson October 18-20, 1951. 146 librarians, trustees and friends registered 
for a series of most inspiring programs. On Thursday evening Manie 
Berry assisted by H. S. Smith, Lura Currier, Augusta Richardson, Jeanne 
Broach, Anona Jenkins, Lucile Miller, held a panel discussion on the sub- 
ject A Golden Future For Mississippi Libraries. Each member of the panel 
discussed phases of a state-wide library program which might be sup- 
ported by an adequate appropriation from the next session of the Missis- 
sippi legislature. 


Previous to the meeting members of the panel had met with the 
Library Commission Board to discuss a biennial budget request for the 
Library Commission. It was agreed that an increased budget would be 
needed to inaugurate new services and to continue present services being 
given by the Library Commission. 


The panel discussed library service on a state-wide basis. They agreed 
that one of the first needs of a good library program is a strong, well- 
supported state agency—The Library Commission. They said there is 
need for a better state support of the Library Commission in order to 
provide an increase in books, professional and clerical personnel, book- 
mobiles, public relations, grants to county and regional libraries, service 
to the colored race, a union catalog. 


A reception followed the evening meeting. 


On Friday morning Donald Thompson, president, presided over the 
business session. 


After the introduction of visitors Elenore Gralow, Chairman of Ex- 
hibits, introduced the exhibitors and urged that those present take time 
to see the attractive and interesting exhibits. 


The following committee reports were given: 
The report of Alice Collins, Secretary-Treasurer, showed a balance 


on hand of $852.73. The Association had a membership at the beginning 
of the meeting of 293 individual and 27 institutional members. 


Condensed report of the Legislative Committee, Manie Berry, Chair- 
man: 


Budget Request for Mississippi Library Commission 1952-1954 
$494,100.00 


(Present support $109,390.00) 
Funds Will Be Used: 


1. For more books to supply the ever increasing demands. The 
38,314 books owned by the Library Commission is far too small to 
answer all requests. 


To employ more librarians to work with the greatly increased 
circulation of books from the Library Commission and from the 
state-owned bookmobiles; to give more help to libraries, and 
communities that want to establish them. 


To buy three bookmobiles to take books out from the Library 
Commission and to use for demonstation in county and regional 
libraries. 
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For more publications, book lists, audio-visual materials showing 
library services that are available to the people, and a better 
public relations program. 


For larger cash grants to county and regional libraries. Many low- 
income counties cannot support good libraries without state aid. 


To set up a union catalog of holdings in the libraries of the state. 
(In a state with small library resources there is great need to 
know the location of books which may be borrowed by other 
libraries. This will save duplication and make for economy in 
book buying.) 


For library service to the colored race. The 1950 legislature made 
the first appropriation for this purpose—$8,750 for the biennium. 
4,086 books are available to the one million negroes in the state. 
Books are used by negro schools and individuals when requested 
material is available. 


RECOMMENDED CHANGES IN LAWS AFFECTING LIBRARIES 


1. Amend House Bill No. 120, Chapter 234, Laws of 1950, to allow 
all counties to levy a two mill tax for library support. 


Counties may appropriate from their general fund, without lim- 
itation, for library support, but are limited in making a special levy for 
this purpose. The governing authorities in many counties do not find it 
possible to give adequate library support from the general fund and 
indicate a preference for giving such support from a special tax levy. 
The present law allows the county board of supervisors in counties having 


an assessed valuation of not more than twelve million dollars ($12,000,000) 
to make a levy of one mill. Counties having assessed valuation of more 
than $12,000,000 may levy only one-half mill tax. 


This does not allow counties to give sufficient library support and 
in regional libraries it puts the burden of support on the lower income 
counties instead of the wealthier counties which are more able to pay. 


If the law is not amended some counties now making the one mill levy 
will have to reduce it to one-half mill as their assessed valuation will 
soon exceed $12,000,000. 


Counties that are making a special tax levy for library support are: 


One mill: Alcorn, Attala, Copiah, DeSoto, Lafayette, Leake, Prentiss, 
Scott, Tallahatchie, Tate, Tippah, Tishomingo, Union. 


One-half mill: Adams, Coahoma, Grenada, Harrison, Jackson, Lau- 
derdale, Lee, Lincoln, Panola, Pontotoc, Simpson. 


(Other counties that are supporting a library make an appropriation 
from the general fund.) 


2. Amend Senate Bill 160, Chapter 289, Laws of 1938, Section 7. 
The present law says that “the management and control of a 
county, municipal, or regional library shall be vested in a board 
of five trustees.” The amendment would allow the number of 
members of the board of trustees for a regional library to be in- 
creased to the number of counties participating in the regional 
library, if there are more than five counties supporting the re- 
gional library. 
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The Standards and Planning Committee Report. Annabella Koonce, 
Chairman. 


1. That the Association continue the support of active work toward 
the realization of the recommendations of the Mississippi Library 
Survey. 


For the protection of those now working in libraries and as a 
safeguard against lowering standards among those who will 
come into the profession that a certification law be passed not 
later than the 1954 session of the legislature. 

That a wide,range of classifications for Mississippi public libraries 
be set up that will assure a classification for every library in the 
state. 


That consideration be given to the advisability of the publication 
of an Associavion magazine. 


That study be made concerning the compilation of a list of serial 
holdings for Mississippi. 


That further investigation be given to the possibility of a union 
catalog for the state of Mississippi. 

That consideration be given to the establishment of a library 
school scholarship fund for Mississippi librarians. 

That consideration be given to the possibility of having a librar- 
ian attached to the regional libraries to work with children both 
in school and out. 


That cooperation be given the committee on Library Education 
of the Southeastern Library Association in setting up standards 
for training for librarianship. 


Report of The Publicity Committee. Lura Currier, Chairman. 


Newspaper stories on the annual conference of the Association were 
released on a statewide basis through the facilities of Mississippi State 
College News Bureau. Special articles and pictures were sent to the 
Commercial Appeal, Times-Picayune, Daily News, Clarion Ledger and 
the Louisville (Ky.) Courier Journal. An attempt is being made to get 
specific local coverage in each edition of Jackson city dailies during 
conference. 


Apparently, most of the activity of this committee during the year 
that has intervened since this association last met has been centered 
around publicity for the conference now in session. 


This is not as it should be. This committee offers the association its 
apologies for not having functioned in a manner that would result in a 
dynamic, effective publicity program. 


The committee has made some study of the needs of the association 
along publicity lines. If it may presume to do so, it has some specific 
suggestions to offer to its successors as to what might be done during the 
following year to make the Mississippi Library Association known 
throughout the state. Rather than submit these ideas privately to the in- 
coming committee, this group wishes to have them brought before the 
body of the association that all the librarians may help the publicity 
committee in its efforts to tell the library story to Mississippians. 


This committee recommends: 


1. That it be assigned some part of the association’s budget so that 
its activities may be financed (postage, mats, cuts, mimeograph stencils, 
etc.) 
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2. That it be advised as a matter of course on the activity and de- 
cisions of the executive board. This committee finds it difficult to pub- 
licize the association’s happenings when it does not know them. 


3. That the publicity committee be furnished with a list of the 
membership of the association in order that news releases to various 
sections of the state may be personalized locally as most newspapers 
demand. 


4. That this committee compile a list of trade, organizational and 
fraternal publications in the state so that library releases may be sent 
to them. 


5. That the association members throughout the state send regularly 
to the chairman of the publicity committee notes of their activities. Many 
of them are newsworthy; the committee could give them publicity IF IT 
KNEW ABOUT THEM. 


6. That the association offer the services of its publicity committee 
to the Mississippi Library Commission in their coming campaign for leg- 
islative support; the committee further feels that the more enthusiasm 
that stems for the legislation program from the Mississippi Library 
Association itself the better chance there will be of having it passed. 


= 


7. That this committee express its particular interest in one phase 
of the proposed enlarged Commission service—that of coordinated state- 
wide public relations for libraries. No one realizes more than does this 
committee that this is of utmost importance today for Mississippi libraries. 


This committee has been pleased to note the increasing amount of 
news space and air time that Mississippi libraries are receiving. On ex- 
hibit at offices of Mississippi Library Commission are examples of such 
news stories. The Publicity Committee urges that you look them over 
on your visit there. 


Recognizing that there are many, many other instances that might 
be included in these next remarks, this committee would like to bring 
attention to two activities of Mississippi Libraries that are newsworthy, 
that would incite imagination, that would reflect to the advantage of all 
libraries in the state if this publicity committee functioned as it should. 


Clarksdale Public Libray has built a drive-in feature for returning 
books called an Auto-Page. This innovation received quite a play in the 
local paper. It is an event that might have had favorable repercussions 
for many libraries had it been treated as statewide feature material. 


The recent development in Hazlehurst of a Great Books program 
illustrates several points that the publicity committee feels are funda- 
mental: (1) The impetus for the program came from one of the readers, a 
Mrs. Chester Magee. (2) This sort of program places an emphasis long 
overdue on the educational aspects of the function of a library. (3) It puts 
Mississippi in step with similar programs being carried on throughout 
the United States. 


There may be other examples of such programs. If so, and if this 
committee does not know of it, then it illustrates well the plea of this 
committee that libraries and librarians make themselves heard toward 
the eventual end that books and libraries shall become a dynamic force 
in the life of Mississippi. 


H. S. Smith, who is a member of the ALA Federal Relations Com- 
mittee, reported on The Library Service Bill (S. 1452). The purpose of 
the act is “to promote the further extension in the several states of public 
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library services to rural areas without such services or with inadequate 
services.” 

The bill has been favorably reported by the Congressional Com- 
mittee on Labor and Public Welfare. It provides for a basic grant of 
$40,000 to be matched by each state. There is provision for a larger fund 
to be matched according to the rural population of the state. 


Jeanne Broach gave the report of the Adult Education Committee, 
explaining the plan of the American Library Association to foster adult 
education under the slogan “The Heritage of America in the U.S.A. in 
Times of Crisis.” She reported that ALA has received a gift of $150,000.00 
from the Ford Foundation to be used in its program of adult education. 
Contact has been made with the ALA Committee handling the funds and 
inquiry has been made as to the availability of funds for use in our state 
to promote reading and group discussion of books that record the heritage 
of the U.S.A. Members of the Association will be informed later if funds 
are secured and plans are made for this program. 


Mrs. Alice Gatchell, Chairman of the Recruiting Committee, told of 
an active campaign to recruit librarians. Her class in library science at 
M.S.C.W. made and displayed very attractive recruiting posters. Mrs. 
Gatchell recommended that the Association make plans for setting up a 
library scholarship. She called on Miss Essae Culver, Librarian of the 
Louisiana State Library, to tell about recruiting in her state. Miss Culver 
told of their plan of introducing young people to librarianship by letting 
them become Librarian For A Day. She also advised that information 
regarding the library profession be sent to parents as well as to students 
and prospective librarians. 


The Awards and Constitution Committees made no reports or recom- 
mendations. 


Donald Thompson, President, and Alice Collins, Secretary, were 
given a rising vote of thanks for their outstanding service and leadership 
during the past two years. 


The Local Arrangements Committee, Mrs. W. R. Lang, Chairman, 
was given special commendation for the very fine organization and ar- 
rangements for the meeting. 


In the absence of Gretchen Conduitte, Regional Librarian, Mrs. J. W. 
Hudspeth made a report of the first year of service of the First Regional 
Library. The report says, in part: 

As the regional library program has developed, we have proved how 
easy it is to “confound the cynics.” All of you know the stock objections 
to any new project—“It won’t work,”—‘“Rural people won’t read,”—‘“Mis- 
sissippi people won’t come out to meet a bookmobile,”—“You can’t start 
a library with such limited funds,”—“Those towns won’t work together,” 
—‘“We’ve never tried anything like this before,”—“We don’t have much 
time to read.” 

The staff of the First Regional Library can tell you from experience 
with books, people and bookmobiles, in dust, mud and snow, that rural 
Mississippians will read. In fact, they want so much library service that 
we can never “call it a day.” Consider if you will, a few facts and figures— 

Readers in the nine town libraries in the region, took for home use, 
a total of 28,889 books, from November 1950 to October 1, 1951. 16,790 
books were taken to the 55 schools in the region during the library’s first 
year of operation. The hundreds of readers who meet the bookmobiles 
at community stops this summer, and who used books from our 24 
deposit collections, read a total of 12,364 books. 
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So on the basis of counting one book to one reader, we are proud to 
tell you that our total circulation for the first year was 58,043. 


The Regional Library has two bookmobiles. One was purchased for 
the region and the other was given to the Region by the DeSoto County 
Library. During the summer, the bookmobiles visited over 100 rural 
communities. A total of 715 miles was covered every two weeks on seven 
different routes. In addition to the miles traveled by the bookmobiles, the 
librarians have used their personal cars to cover over 9,000 miles of rural 
Mississippi roads to talk to teachers and parents and officials concerned 
with the establishing and maintaining of the First Regional Library. 


It is worth the effort involved in all pioneering, to meet the readers 
who are having their first taste of library service. 


Faith and works have made the First Regional Library possible. It 
would take several hours to tell you the touching and heart-warming 
stories of our experiences with readers and their books. Our problem for 
many months to come will be to satisfy the demand for books which has 
been created. So—will you wish us “A Happy New Year?” 


The report of the Nominating Committee was accepted. Officers for 
the next two years will be: 


Miss Anona Jenkins, Clarksdale, President 
Miss Manie Berry, Natchez, Vice-President 
Miss Elizabeth Dakin, Cleveland, Secretary-Treasurer 


Miss Jenkins has always lived in Clarksdale. She attended Goucher 
College, Baltimore, Maryland and received her library training from the 
University of Illinois Library School, and from Carnegie Library School, 
Pittsburg, where she received a library degree. She was employed as 
children’s librarian in the Clarksdale Carnegie Public Library 1940-1946; 
assistant librarian 1946-1948; head librarian 1948 to date. She has served 
as vice-president of the Association for the past two years. 


Miss Berry graduated from Blue Mountain College and received her 
library degree from the University of Illinois Library School. She taught 
in Mississippi schools and was high school librarian in Tupelo. She served 
as School Library Supervisor with the State Department of Education 
May 1947-September 1949. During the summer of 1950 she was associated 
with Mrs. Gretchen K. Schenk and H. S. Smith in work on the Mississippi 
Library Survey. Since September 1950 she has worked as head librarian 
in the Fisk Public Library, Natchez. 


Miss Dakin graduated from Randolph-Macon Woman’s College, 
Lynchburg, Virginia, received a library science degree from George 
Peabody College, Nashville, Tennessee, taught several years in public 
schools and for three years was high school librarian in the Cleveland 
High School. Since 1945 she has been on the library staff of Delta State 
Teacher’s College and is at present Assistant Librarian. 


The Citizens Library Movement Luncheon was presided over by 
Mrs. Cliff Thomas, Chairman of the Copiah County Library Board. 


Mr. Clarence Graham, librarian of the Louisville, Kentucky Free 
Public Library, and immediate past President of the American Library 
Association, was introduced and made a most stimulating address on: 
Libraries, The Key Stone For a Democratic Civilization. Mr. Graham 
emphasized the function of libraries in getting people to think—to think 
in a hurry—to think right. He said that in addition to books we must 
use other quicker methods to stimulate thinking. He told of the use of 
radio broadcasting, records, films, and every modern educational and 
advertising medium used by his library. Mr. Graham said, “If we are to 





-_ eS OO ee OS et eet he Oe 


jan Deed 


LIBRARY NEWS 9 





preserve our democracy people must be made to think now. We cannot 
indulge ourselves in the luxury of waiting for a new generation to do the 
job.” 


Miss Essae Culver, Librarian, Louisiana State Library, spoke, out of 
her years of successful experience, to the members of library boards of 
trustees who were present. Miss Culver said that the success of the library 
depends to a great extent upon the vision and leadership of the library 
board. She urged that trustees take their responsibilities seriously, 
attend meetings regularly, inform themselves of library standards and 
laws under which libraries operate; that they know the function of a 
trustee, doing only the work of a library board member and committing 
the operation of the library to the librarian. She said the members of 
library boards should have some men, as women are inclined to be too 
modest in their request for financial support. She suggested that trustees 
visit other libraries and learn what progressive libraries are doing. 


The leadership of the Citizen’s Library Movement for the coming 
year will be under the direction of Mrs. Cliff Thomas, Crystal Springs, 
Chairman, and Mr. Frank Y. Whitfield, Meridian, Secretary. 


Following the luncheon there was a meeting of trustees to discuss 
the advisability of forming a Trustees’ Section of the Mississippi Library 
Association. Those attending the meeting were Mrs. E. B. Nash, West 
Point, on the Board of the Mississippi Library Commission; Mrs. J. W. 
Hudspeth, DeSoto County Library Board; Mrs. Cliff Thomas, Copiah 
County Library Board; Miss Elizabeth Brown, Meridian Public Library 
Board; Mrs. N. R. Moore, Vicksburg Public Library Board; Mrs. Gilmer 
Gorman, Lee County Library Board. The section would operate as other 
sections of the Association. Public librarians, school librarians, college 
librarians, have one separate meeting during the annual session when 
they can discuss questions of their particular interest. 


After the discussion Mrs. Nash was asked to take the responsibility 
of further investigation of the interest of library board members through- 
out the state in forming this section. 


Anona Jenkins presided at the Book Dinner which was a panel dis- 
cussion of “The Book: From Idea to Reader.” 


Mr. Paul Flowers, Editor of the Commercial Appeal “Greenhouse”, 
was moderator. Participating on the panel were Mr. Clarence Graham, 
Louisville Free Public Library; Mr. Virgil Gentillin, Simon and Schuster; 
Mr. John Hall Jacobs, New Orleans Public Library; Mr. Claude Gentry 
and Mr. Hal Phillips, Mississippi Authors. 


The lively discussion, which was a matching of wits, brought out, 


on the serious side, the need for freedom from censorship for those who 
publish books as well as those who circulate them. 


Section meetings were held on Saturday morning. The School Library 
Section had as a speaker Miss Sue Hefley, head of the Materials Center, 
Webster Parish, Louisiana. 


Mr. John Hall Jacobs gave an inspiring address to the College and 
Public Library Section. (Copy of address follows.) 
Libraries, Leaders, Liberty: our heritage and our challenge. 
Mr. Chairman, Fellow Librarians: 
It is my privilege to bring you greetings from your fellow librarians 


of Louisiana and to wish you every success in your efforts to extend the 
influence of the best thought in our heritage. We librarians hear a great 
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deal about our American heritage these days and we are reminded of 
our responsibility in helping all citizens of good will to maintain the bles- 
sings which have come to us from our forefathers. 


Every age has had its tensions and each generation has been chal- 
lenged with jeremiads of impending doom. Indeed, crepe-hanging has 
been common practice of many individuals and groups in every age. It 
does not require the wisdom of a seer, however, to understand the present 
threats to our way of life, both from outsiders and from influence within. 


This feeling of urgency has moved philosophers, preachers and poets 
to utter warnings to us. One of our modern poets, who was also Librarian 
of Congress, Archibald MacLeish has expressed his feeling in his poem, 
a Time to Act. 


“Stand, Stand against the rising night 
O freedom’s land, O freedom’s air: 
Stand steep, and keep the fading light 
That eastward, darkens everywhere. 


Hold, Hold the golden light, and lift 
Hill after hill-top, one by one— 

Lift up America, O lift 

Green freedom, to the evening sun.” 


It is the thesis of this talk that librarians, leaders, and liberty go hand 
in hand. It is our privilege to preserve the record of the past, to dissemin- 
ate it to the present, and to plant new seeds for generations yet unborn. 
And we in this age of material advantages and technical proficiency, 
living in a land blessed with freedom and unrivaled prosperity, must 
share the dynamics of our intellectual traditions with all our fellows here 
at home—and throughout the world. 


America is indeed the beacon land,—the hope of all those every- 
where whose freedom is challenged. And this beacon is not because of 
our great natural wealth, great as that is in land, iron, manufacturing, 
commerce. It is not because of our broad plains, vast vistas, magnificent 
as they are. It is not even the prowess which has enabled our men and 
women to conquer a wilderness, and hew out of that wilderness a nation 
strong in arms and military might. 


It is because the men of America have captured the basic concepts 
of liberty, basic liberty which recognizes in every man a God-given dig- 
nity; the notion that governments are made and meant for the individual, 
where every man has the opportunity to carve his own destiny. It is be- 
cause government really means the sovereignty of the people, and their 
voice, freely expressed, guides the helm of state. 


Whence came these ideals which have flowered in our American way 
of life? I claim that the dream is inherent in the nature of man,—that 
through the long centuries man groped hesitantly and slowly toward this 
idea, our beacon land—limping here, groping there, often giving ground, 
but forever dreaming. And the beacon lights on this upward path are 
portions of the written word, man’s greatest heritage. This is the treasure 
a lies on the shelf of every library in Mississippi—and the United 

tates. 


Tyrants have conquered and perished, empires have flourished and 
great cities have decayed into dust, but the written hopes of man have 
endured. The Code of Hammurabi, the Ten Commandments, the writings 
of the patriarchs, the dialogues of Plato, the prose of Adam Smith, the 
searching essays of John Locke—These words and others like them have 
stirred nascent ideals of men who have nurtured them, of men who have 
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dreamed dreams of making a life based on their noble concepts. The 
printed word is a growing chain made from the threads of hopes that 
have recorded the history, the philosophy, and the moral, ethical, spiritual, 
and political aspirations of the noblest people who have trod this earth. 
They are the silent and imperishable springs of eternal truths. 


Lift up your hills, O America. 


“Lift up your hills, till conquered men 
Look westward, to their blazing height. 
Lift freedom, till its fire again 
Kindles the countries of the night.” 


And America has lifted up her hills, and on every hilltop she has 
placed a beacon to steer men to the high plateaus of liberty. 


Hear Franklin call to the common man. Heed the placards reared high 
by Jefferson, “We hold these truths to be—liberty and justice.” Thrill to 
the banner of Patrick Henry “As for me, give me liberty or give me 
death,” or hear the great-soul Lincoln entone, “Our fathers brought forth 
on this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the 
proposition that all men are created equal”. Hear Roosevelt electrify the 
men of all nations and all races with a call for freedom from fear, from 
want, from oppression in religious worship and from limitations of free 
discussion and free assembly. 


Whence came these ideals? From the souls of all those who have 
dared to dream—the Hebrews with their religious and ethic standards, 
the Greeks with their culture and ideals of justice; from Rome with her 


majestic system of law and order; from mother England with her prac- 
tical common sense and saving grace of humor. We are debtors to all men 
and all races, but it is the book which has been the channel through which 
these inspired ideals have been delivered to us. 


The book is our greatest heritage—the book and the solitary reader 
into whose spirit all these channels have flowed, and into whose sinews 
the combined strength of the ages have been collected until our men, our 
leaders have beaten down the tyrant, and placed the spirit of men of good 
will at the helm of our government. 


And you my colleagues, you and I are the custodians of this heritage— 
this greatest gift of the ages. Behold your trust, and guard it well. Guard 
it by sharing it, by spreading its influence into a wider and ever widening 
circle. Believe in its power, and dare any bigot to rob you of your high 
calling. 


“Be proud America to bear 

The endless labor of the free— 
To strike for freedom everywhere 
And everywhere bear liberty”. 


I call for a rededication of librarians everywhere to their mission of 
transmitting the ideals of the past to the makers of the future. I call for a 
firmer belief in the dignity of every man and of his right to read and to in- 
terpret his reading for himself. I call for renewed zeal in driving back the 
boundaries of illiteracy in children and in adults by making possible free- 
er communication of ideas from writer to reader. 


I challenge all of us to know better what is inside books, and for 
creating an enthusiasm for them. I urge librarians to be concerned about 


the problem of steering and guiding readers into the realm of significant 
ideas. 
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For after all librarianship is essentially a matter of the spirit. By this 
I mean that the real librarian is a person of contagious enthusiasm for 
bringing books and readers together. Librarianship is not only the pro- 
fession of organizing knowledge important as that is; it is the labor of love 
in the traffic of ¢o0mmunication of ideas. The real librarian of course 
serves well the citizen who visits the Library, but he also works relent- 
lessly to attract those who don’t. It is not the purpose of this address to 
suggest ways and means of accomplishing this, the literature of the pro- 
fession is full of suggestions. My purpose here is to point up the more 
significant fact of creating a will in librarians to spread the influence of 
books and ideas. 


When the grim realities of the daily grind of routine insensitize us 
to the higher aspects of our service, let us be reminded that we may have 
served today a young Lincoln who in time will set free the souls of many 
men to soar in ecstasy; or a budding youngster may have been the seed 
bed for dormant ideas which will blossom in leadership of the next gen- 
eration. Let us not think of the book as so much board and buckram and 
printers ink, but think of each book as a frigate on which some reader 
may float us out of the little harbors of our daily round on the wide ocean 
of humanity’s far-horizoned experiences. “Books are elevators lifting our 
minds out of the dank swamp lands up to the pure-breezed plateaus of 
nobler thinking. Books are microscopes setting before our eyes life’s little- 
ness magnified into significant greatness. Books are telescopes directing 
our souls from the hummocks and ant hills of morning, noon, and night 
away to the mountain ranges of God’s millenniums. 


“Books heighten our joys and soften our sorrows; ennoble our friend- 
ships and belittle our enmities; they enlarge our ideals, refine our am- 
bitions, guide our energies, and stiffen our resolutions. Books are com- 
panions in solitude, friends in trouble, counselors in perplexity, tools in 
occupation, guides in wayfaring and food for the soul. 


“Books are all these and more—if they are good books, lofty books, 
wise books. 


“A wise book will impart useful Knowledge in a time of need. A lofty 
book will inspire some nascent ideal and fan it into a large and leaping 
flame burning light. A good book will lead the soul to the penitential altar 
where confession’s cleansing coal, seraph-laid, will bring heaven’s peace 
to the troubled conscience. 


“Bring all books to the test of this threefold touchstone. 


“If they are wise to inform, lofty to inspire, or good to transform, bind 
them to thy heart. All else are useless or harmful. Destroy not thyself 
with the harmful nor weaken thyself with the useless. 


“Some books are bad books. Like evil companions corrupting good 
manners, they debase the soul, poison the mind, defile the imagination, 
corrupt impulses and besmear all life. Their foul influence shunning the 
light bores within like the termite until man’s moral structure collapses’”’.’ 


In this day of gadgets and visual appeals, librarians should be re- 
minded and they have a duty to remind others of the quiet and pervading 
power of the book; of the dynamic quality of the book; of its real place 
in the march of civilization. Consider the nature of the book. It suggests 
the power of considered thinking of the author. Its timeless quality 
enables the reader to return again and again to a significant passage, 
and as Bacon said, chew it, taste it, examine it from every angle until 
the very essence of the author becomes a vital part of the reader. By his 
experience in sharing with the author the ideas in the book, the reader 
grows, develops and takes on new proportions. 
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*Quoted from “A Call and a Mission”, by Dr. L. R. Elliott 


It was this power of the book, which, I believe, led Jefferson to write 
John Wycke suggesting that libraries be established in every county. To 
quote his own words: 


“T have often thought that nothing would do more extensive good at 
small expense than the establishment of a small circulating library in 
every county, to consist of a few well-chosen books—history, tolerable 
knowledge of geography, elements of natural philosophy, of agriculture 
and mechanics”. 


It is this same power of the printed word which has led our Com- 
munistic adversaries to make use of libraries in their struggle to capture 
the Orient to the communistic ideology. In the Korean conflict, we are 
told, that their armies moved into native villiages with three potent 
weapons: a bag of rice, a piece of land, and a library. This same belief in 
the power of library mobilization by the Communists is apparently being 
used in the Soviet Union to propel ideologic bombs into the spaces before 
the Iron Curtain. 


The heritage of our democratic principles is diametrically opposed 
to the Communistic or Fascistic “line”. We believe in informing the people 
on both sides of issues, or on several sides if there are more than two. 
This is the keystone to our library philosophy. Herein is real liberty, the 
right of choice. This is our librarians’ heritage—for us as a profession and 
as individuals. Someone has said, “Give the people light, and they will 
find their way”. It is our privilege to provide that light—the facts on all 
sides of issues, and to rededicate ourselves to the principle that the major- 
ity having access to the heritage of the ages, will preserve its greatness 


and add new chapters to the record of mankind’s eternal quest. 


“Lift up O land, O land lift clear 
The lovely signal of your skies 

If freedom darkens eastward, here 
Here on the west, let freedom rise.” 


During the meeting several telegrams and letters were received in- 
viting the Association for next year. The invitations came from the 
University of Mississippi, M.S.C.W. and Biloxi. These and other invita- 
tions that may be extended will be considered and the decicsion made 
by the Executive Board. 


The Influence of Books 


(The following essay by Mrs. Gretchen Conduitte, Reg- 
ional Librarian, Hernando, received one of the awards 
given by the American Library Association at the 1951 
meeting in Chicago.) 


This is my own story. The book which has had great meaning in my 
life is The Story of an African Farm by Olive Schreiner. 


When I was in college I took a course called the “philosophy of 
religion” which was taught by a man of wide literary interests and know- 
ledge. One of his approaches to this course which was fundamentally a 
study of comparative religion was to quote poetry, humor and appropriate 
prose which was designed to broaden the students’ point of view and to 
provide enjoyable asides. 


His reading of a paragraph or two by Olive Schreiner stimulated my 
interest. Because I worked in the university library as a student assistant, 
I had easy access to the stacks and promptly secured The Story of an 
African Farm and later others by the same author. 
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I read it first for the story interest. It was a new locale to me. I also 
found the characters and their problems moving and absorbing. I was 
especially inspired by one of the “interludes” telling the story of the 
hunter who saw the reflection of a great white bird in the waters of a 
lake and who became possessed of a desire to see it again. His search 
for the bird which symbolized truth, his experiences with friend and foe 
alike who attempted to dissuade him from his search, his eventual death 
and the poetic ending of his sequence captured my imagination in my 
youth. Twenty years later the words still have magic, the symbolism is 
still right and beautiful and the philosophy expressed by the hunter still 
represents my theory of living and working. 


“Lost causes” may not be as hopeless as they seem, peace can be 
achieved, truth can conquer evil, the honest search for truth is not in 
vain. Perhaps one person’s effort, unsung and unoticed by the world, may 
have an effect on human history in the long run. 


Olive Schreiner has her hunter say, 


“I have sought,” he murmured, “for long years have I labored; but I 
have not found her. I have not rested, nor have I repined, and yet I have 
not seen her; and now my strength is gone. 


“But where I lie down, worn out, other men will stand, young and 
fresh. By the steps I have cut will they climb; by the stairs I have built 
will they mount. They will never know the name of the man who made 
them. At my clumsy work they will laugh; when the stones tumble down 
upon them they will curse me. But they will mount, and on MY work; 
they will climb, and by MY stairs! They will find her and THROUGH 
ME!” 


As his vision fades, a single white feather drops from the sky and 
falls on his breast, a feather from the wing of the great white bird of Truth 
for which he has been searching. 


This story of the Hunter was re-written and beautifully printed in 
1934 and distributed as a public relations piece by Henry Weaver for 
General Motors. I was sent a copy of this leaflet when a librarian in New 
York as a sample of prestige advertising. My joy in re-reading it caused 
me to seek out more books by Olive Schreiner. I re-discovered Trooper 
Peter Halket and found Dreams and the biography written by her hus- 
band. 


It has always seemed a touching tribute to her personality that her 
husband so loved and admired her that when they married he took her 
name. 


Somehow her “causes” in those early days of women’s rights, her 
sympathetic insight into the problems of the relationships between Negro 
and white people, her unconventional but sincere approach to personal 
religion and her own sufferings and accomplishments have influenced my 
thinking and reinforced my actions. Her belief in women’s potentialities 
has inspired me always. 


NATIONAL LIBRARY DAY 


In cooperation with libraries in other states October 4 was celebrated 
in the state as National Library Day. Governor Fielding L. Wright issued 
a proclamation in observance of the Day. Libraries throughout the state 
held open house, had exhibits and gave special attention to the theme 
“The Heritage of America in Times of Crisis.” 
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The four radio broadcasting stations in Jackson used spot announce- 
ments prepared by the Jackson Public Library, the Hinds County Library, 
the School Library Division of the Department of Education and the Mis- 
sissippi Library Commission. 


From Ralph E. Ellsworth, Chairman, ALA 75th Anniversary Committee: 
A SPECIAL MESSAGE TO HEADS OF STATE LIBRARY AGENCIES 
AND TO THE PRESIDENTS OF STATE LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS 


(Condensed letter) 


“The real success of Library Day will be measured by the extent to 
which librarians now follow up by starting discussion groups on the 
American Heritage . . . for this, of course is the prime activity of ALA’s 
75th Anniversary year. 


Here is what we would like you to do: 


1. Promote in every way you deem appropriate the starting of dis- 
cussion groups by the librarians in your state. 


Tell the librarians to make known their intentions to start dis- 
cussion groups by writing to Mrs. Grace Thomas Stevenson, Di- 
rector, ALA American Heritage Project, 50 East Huron Street, 
Chicago 11, Illinois. 


Select certain librarians in your state who you know have the 
best resources for conducting American Heritage discussion 
groups, and be in touch with them personally to stimulate their 
participation. (Remember that an important resource is the avail- 
ability of discussion leaders.) 


4. Send Mrs. Stevenson a list of the librarians you contact, so that 
she may follow up. 


N.B. A. Many librarians feel they are participating merely by getting 
out American Heritage reading lists, by showing a few films 
and by putting up a poster or two. Participating actually in- 
volves establishment of one or more adult discussion groups, 
with a good discussion leader; the group to meet at least four 
or more times for discussion of materials in our American Her- 
itage. 


Mrs. Stevenson tells us that her office will supply, free of 
charge, lists of the reading materials being used in the pro- 
ject’s discussion groups with discussion guides for those books; 
lists of the films being used by the demonstration groups, with 
guides for the films; a brief leader’s manual for the assistance 
of the discussion leaders. The project staff will also give all the 
help possible, on an individual basis, in the organization of the 
program. 


The two prime implements in the discussion group program— 
books created with the assistance of the ALA 75th Anniversary 
Committee—have now been published by Harper’s and have 
received wide critical approval. They are: THIS AMERICAN 
PEOPLE, by Gerald W. Johnson, and LIVING IDEAS IN 
AMERICA, by Henry Steele Commager. 


The six demonstration areas selected by the project, from which 
ideas and materials will flow, cuts across virtually all types of 
libraries serving a variety of populations. They are: New York 
Public Library; Denver, Colo., Public Library; Athens, Ga., 
Regional Library; Los Angeles County Library; Vermont Free 
Public Library Commission; LaCrosse, Wis., Public Library .. . 
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Please let us be helpful if you wish to ask for further suggestions. We 
also invite your comments; and we most earnestly trust we will hear from 
you as to your plans and progress.” 


(The Mississippi Library Association and Commission heartily endorse 
the above mentioned forums and hope some of the libraries in the state 
will find it possible to organize these discussion groups. If so, please in- 
form Miss Jeanne Broach, Meridian Public Library, Chairman of MLA 
Adult Education Committee, so that reports may be made to the ALA 
Committee.) 


STATE NEWS 
Letting The Homefolks Know 


The Clarksdale-Coahoma County Public Library staff believes in 
taking home the inspiration gained from the Mississippi Library Associa- 
tion meeting. The week, following the meeting the Clarksdale Press 
Register carried an excellent report of the program, a picture of Anona 
Jenkins, their librarian who was elected MLA president. Announcement 
is also made of an arts and crafts exhibit to be held at the library Novem- 
ber 4-18. The exhibit includes paintings, leather craft, wood carving, 
hooked rugs, etc., all produced by Coahoma residents. Several Women’s 
Clubs will furnishh hostesses each afternoon and evening. 


Mrs. F. E. Gilliland, who is a member of the Coahoma County Library 
Board, has recently received a Silver Pin Award for outstanding service 
as Chairman of the Clarksdale Chapter, American Cancer Society. Mrs. 
Gilliland was one of six women in the state to receive this honor which 
was announced by Mrs. Elizabeth Waits, Executive Secretary of the Mis- 
sissippi Branch of the American Cancer Society. 


Not By Bookmobiles Alone 


Lucile Miller, Librarian, West Point—Clay County Library, has in- 
stituted a unique method of getting books out over the county. The County 
School Board is providing a driver and a school bus to take books out 
once a month. Lucile will visit all county schools and adult community 
stations. Some other counties are having books taken out on school busses 
but this is the very first instance in which a professional librarian is going 
out to work with her patrons at the most important point in the library 
service—the place where the reader and the books meet. The County 
Superintendent of Education will go out on the school bus with the 
librarian. 


The beautiful new library of the University of Mississippi was ded- 
icated with appropriate ceremonies October 19, 1951. 


Library Wants Bricks, Not Bouquets 


The Evans Memorial Library, Aberdeen, is celebrating National 
Book Week by initiating a campaign for funds to build a children’s room 
on to the beautiful little library ae constructed some years ago 
with money given by Dr. W. A. Evans. Miss Lucille Peacock, librarian, 
and the library board are mailing letters to clubs and other friends in 
interest of the campaign. 


The letter says, in part, “The 20,000 books circulated to children 
during the year just ending should show our children’s interest. During 
the week November 11-17 we hope every citizen and every organization 
in Aberdeen will make a contribution to the Buy-A-Brick Building Fund. 
We want no bouquets, please. Just throw bricks at us.” 
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One feature of the campaign will be to have the pre-school children 
who visit the library with their parents have their pictures taken in 
the library and call them “Charter Children Contributors.” 


Sounds like a good way to get a children’s room built, and also to 
make some good library supporters who will be adults some day. 


Miss Willie D. Halsell, Lee County Librarian, sends the following: 


Lee County is expanding its service in the rural communities of the 
county by increasing the number of bookmobile stops and deposits. The 
employees of two factories in the county meet the bookmobile at the noon 
hour. 


The schedule of open hours at the Lee County Library has been 
changed so as to include two nights a week. 


A different angle in public relations was employed by the Lee County 
Library in improving its relationship with the farmers in the local Rural 
Community Development Program. When one community organization 
wanted a recording of the cackling and crowing in a chicken house for 
use in a booth at the fair, the Library recorded the sound and made a 
record. They played the record in the booth, which incidentally had as its 
theme, “Profitable Poultry Production.” The booth won a prize at the 
Fair. 


Mississippi Has Another Regional Library 


The second regional library organization is underway. After a rather 
intensive campaign by the members of the Alcorn County Library staff 
and board, assisted by the Field Representative of the Library Commission 
and by clubs and interested people in the several counties, the regional 
library contract was signed and a one-mill tax levy voted by the Boards 
of Supervisors in Alcorn, Prentiss, Tippah and Tishomingo Counties. 


Headquarters will be in Corinth, which is near the geographic center 
of the region. 


The regional library board has been appointed and plans are being 
made for bookmobile routes and branches throughout the region. 


Mrs. Augusta Richardson, who has done outstanding work in the 
development of the Alcorn County Library, will be regional librarian. 
Other members of the Alcorn County Library staff will work on the 
regional staff. 


Miss Bettye Merritt, Ripley, will be bookmobile librarian. Miss Mer- 
ritt had library training at M.S.C.W. and is now employed as Branch 
librarian in Birmingham, Alabama. 


The staff of the W. B. Roberts Memorial Library, Delta State Teachers 
College, has given an MLA membership to Mrs. Walter Sillers, Jr., 
daughter of Mr. Roberts, for her interest and support of the library. Mr. 
Roberts represented Bolivar County in the state legislature for many 
years. Mr. Sillers has been representative from that county since 1916 and 
Speaker of the House since 1944. 


The Winston County Library has taken on new life since the Board 
of Supervisors has considerably increased their annual appropriation 
and appointed a legal library board. The Director of the Mississippi 
Library Commission has had the pleasure of meeting with this new board 
and their enthusiasm and interest indicate a very successful library pro- 
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gram for the county. Mrs. Ruby F. McGraw has for many years main- 
tained a very attractive library. Since there is no provision for getting 
the books out in the county the board members, who represent the five 
supervisor’s districts, are each taking out books at their monthly meet- 
ings and making them accessible in their area. The following board has 
been appointed: Mrs. R. G. Brown, Jr., Chairman, Mrs. Wayne Fulton, 
Mrs. Talmadge Hendrix, Mrs. Billie Wilkes, Mrs. Everett Watkins. 


MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP 


The following list of 1951 members is a continuation of the list printed 
in the Spring issue of Library News. (Total membership: Individual 293, 
Institutional, 27) 


Adams, Thelma, Lbn., Tupelo Senior High School 

Allison, Mrs. Mose, Trustee, Tallahatchie County Library, Tippo 

Anderson, Mrs. Irvin, Trustee, Fisk Public Library, Natchez 

Boudousquie, Mrs. C. G., Lbn., Crystal Springs Public Library 

Burnett, Mrs. Myrna T., Ass’t. Lbn., State Library, Jackson 

Bush, Mrs. W. G., High School Librarian, Belzoni 

Carruth, Alberta, High School Lbn., Hernando 

Clark, Mr. Stephen F., Lbn., West Tallahatchie High School, Webb 

Collins, Q’Milla, High School Lbn., Canton 

Deterly, Mrs. David, Trustee, Fisk Public Library, Natchez 

Doane, Mr. Ralph Lewis, Lbn., Wood Jr. College, Mathiston 

Drane, Mrs. H. B., Trustee, Fisk Public Library, Natchez 

Earnhart, Mrs. J. A., Trustee, DeSoto County, Nesbitt 

Eaton, Miss F. Thelma, Ass’t. Dir., Univ. of Illinois Library School, Cham- 
paign 

Erck, Frankie, Ass’t. Lbn., Lee County Library, Tupelo 

Eubanks, Mrs. Vera C., High School Lbn., Biloxi 

Felton, Ora, High School Lbn., Houston 

Ferguson, Mrs. V. P., Jr., Ass’t. Order Lbn., University Library, University 

Fineberg, Rabbi Abba, Trustee, Fisk Public Library, Natchez 

Garrett, Mrs. E. D., School Lbn., Cleveland 

Gillespie, Mrs. W. M., Trustee, Tallahatchie County Public Library, Char- 
leston 

Graham, Mrs. James, Trustee, Tallahatchie County Library, Sumner 

Greer, Mr. S. J., Trustee, Fisk Public Library, Washington 

Guess, Mary Ellen, Lbn., Davis School, Jackson 

Gulley, Mrs. Walter, Sr., Trustee, Jackson County Library, Pascagoula 

Halsell, Miss Willie D., Lbn., Lee County Library, Tupelo 

Hardy, Mrs. James, High School Lbn., Slate Springs 

Howard, Mrs. Martha S., Chief Lbn., Veterans Adm. Hospital, Jackson 

Howard, Mrs. Thomas Percy, Trustee, DeSoto County, Lake Cormorant 

Hudspeth, Mrs. J. W., Trustee, DeSoto County, Cockrum 

Johnson, Mrs. H. E., School Lbn., Winona 

Lambdin, Mrs. S. H., Trustee, Fisk Public Library, Natchez 

Love, Beth, Bookmobile Lbn., First Regional Library, Hernando 

Marion, Louise, High School Lbn., Houlka 

~~ Mrs. W. C., Member Mississippi Library Commission Board, 
(Tupelo) 

Meeks, Mrs. E. D., High School Lbn., Brandon 

Merrill, Miss Margaret, Trustee, Fisk Public Library, Natchez 

Middleton, Mrs. Mary Ellen, High School Lbn., Vardaman 

McCain, Dr. W. D., Director, Dept. of Archives & History, Jackson 

McKenzie, Mrs. M. H., High School Lbn., Pelahatchie 

—_ Mrs. E. B., Member Mississippi Library Commission Board, (West 

‘oint) 
Oakley, Frances M., High School Lbn., Yazoo City 
Owens, Martha E., Lbn., Veterans Administration Hospital, Jackson 
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Parkinson, Mrs. Mabel B., Lbn., Enterprise High School, Rt. 4, Brookhaven 

Perrault, Miss Katrina, Ass’t. Lbn., Fisk Public Library, Natchez 

Powell, Mrs. Eloise M., Lbn., Tallahatchie County Library, Charleston 

Rita, Sister Mary, RSM, Lbn., Saint Francis Xavier Academy, Vicksburg 

Russum, J. F., Trustee, First Regional Library, Hernando 

Sillers, Mrs. Walter, Jr., Rosedale, Mississippi 

Smith, Irene, Children’s Lbn., Fisk Public Library, Natchez 

Stubblefield, Mrs. L. H., Trustee, Tallahatchie County Library, Rt. 2, 
Oakland 

Swearingen, Bethany C., Lbn., Millsaps College, Jackson 

Taylor, Mrs. Ernest C., High School Lbn., Starkville 

Taylor, Mrs. W. C., Jr., Trustee, Tallahatchie County Library, Charleston 

Taylor, Mrs. Walter, Instructor in Library Science, Blue Mountain College 

Thomas, Rev. L. O., Trustee, Fisk Public Library, Natchez 

Thompson, Mrs. H. L., School Lbn., Louisville 

Turman, Mrs. W. F., Trustee, DeSoto County, Horn Lake 

Van Keuren, Mrs. R. K., Trustee, Holmes County Library, Durant 

Wade, Mrs. Arlone Parker, Fisk Public Library, Natchez 

Watts, Mrs. W. W., Lbn., Newton Public Library, Newton 

Williams, Mr. Raymond D., Trustee, Tate County, Senatobia 

Williamson, Mrs. J. T., School Lbn., Water Valley 

Wilson, Mrs. Carl S., School Lbn., Crosby 

Wilson, Mrs. Raymond, Lbn., Oxford 

Wood, Ludie, Lbn., Pontotoc County Library, Pontotoc 


INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIP 


Carnegie-Millsaps Library, Jackson 

First Regional Library, Hernando 

Lincoln County Library, Brookhaven 

Mississippi Southern College Library, Hattiesburg 

Mississippi State Department of Archives and History, Jackson 


The Secretary reports that 126 members of the Association have paid 
1952 dues in advance. 


The Association year coincides with the calendar year, January—Dec- 
ember. Dues of $1.00 may be sent to the secretary, Miss Elizabeth Dakin, 
Delta State Teacher’s College, Cleveland. 
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